
ST IVES AND DISTRICT 
AREA ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 
 

Chairman:     Mrs. J Chandler                            Vice Chairman:   Mr. Colin Saunderson 
 
      Please reply to: Secretary 
        71 High Street 
        Earith 
        Huntingdon 
        Cambs PE28 3PP 
            
       NEW E-MAIL   email: owen.mclaughlin@btinternet.com 

Or text Owen on 07738 467857 
 

 

Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 19th July 2011 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town 
Hall. 

 
Present:  

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Chair 
  Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

David McCandless (DM) : St. Ives Community Speedwatch 
Mike Newman  (MN) : HDC 
Colin Saunderson (CS) : St. Ives TC & Fenstanton PC 
Roy Fountain  (RF) : Needingworth PC 
Hazel Lambert  (HF) : Earith PC 
 

   
1 Apologies  
 
Margaret Harlock, Margaret Lumb, Terry Rogers, Bill Halford, Kate Williams, Gill Prangnell 
 
The meeting welcomed Roy Fountain from Needingworth PC who was attending his first meeting 
and Hazel Lambert representing Earith because  the newly appointed members were on holiday. 
 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  17’th May 2011 
 
There were some proposed amendments to the minutes.  
 

1) List of attendees: DM referred to in the minutes but as JN in the names 
2) Speedwatch Item 7  “14 districts have already issued stickers” – This is not quite 

accurate. Certainly some have roundel stickers but none have SPEEDWATCH ones. 
3) Speedwatch Item 7 -  Someone was going to write to HDC to tell them what we proposed 

to use their bins for.  
4) Speedwatch  Item 7 - BH did not say they were already selling in the shop - he said, if 

approved, they might sell the 30 SPEED KILLS stickers in the village shop. 
 
It was agreed to amend the minutes to correct these inaccuracies.  
The minutes of the meeting held on May 17th 2011 were accepted.  
 
 
3 Matters arising from Minutes 



 
Hemingford Donation: 
OM reported that he had sent a letter to Hemingford thanking them for their £75 donation to the 
RSC. 
 
Speed Stickers: 
OM apologized to day that he had not yet written to HDC to explain our proposals but would do 
so. 
All other actions had been completed. 
 
4 Correspondence 
 
Fenstanton PC: May 25th, 2011 
Email message received to say that  CS had been reappointed to the RSC by Fenstanton PC.  
 
HDC: 
Letter received from HDC to inform us that the following had been appointed to the RSC to 
represent HDC.  Mrs J. Chandler, Councillor G J Bull, Councillor T. V. Rogers 
 
HDC: June 7’th 2011 
Email from Elaine Buckridge to say that HDC would be making a donation of £100 to the RSC. 
 
Needingworth PC: May 18th, 2011 
Email from Sandra Mitcham to inform the RSC that Roy Fountain had been appointed as their 
representative. 
 
Earith PC: 
Email from Mandy Pink to inform the RSC that Julie Seamark and Jeffrey Nicholls have been 
provisionally appointed as their representatives.  
 
5 Neighbourhood Forum Reports 
 
St. Ives Forum   
 
DM was present at the St. Ives Neighbourhood Forum on July 13th and reported that the following 
road safety issues came up. 
Cycling on the pavement is a continuing problem and the police said they will take action on 
parking on the pavement if a double buggy can’t get past or a disabled wheelchair.  
The items the RSC wished to discuss did not come up. CS says that some of the missing cats eyes 
have been replaced. We need to see if they are any better than the old ones.  
 
Abuse of disabled badges was also discussed as there are some things they shouldn’t be doing.  
RF commented that people often take advantage of these . 
 
The Localism initiative was discussed. DM asked if they could give some guidance but the advice 
is to just talk to the Town Clerk. OM had circulated the official guidance in advance of the 
meeting.  
 
The police have asked that personal items should not come up at these meetings. Also, all items 
involving the police will be moved to the front of the meeting so they can get away earlier and 
not waste time. PCSOs will not automatically attend PC meetings in future and the PC must 
request officially request their presence. CS commented that sometimes their presence is 
requested but they don’t turn up. 
 
The next St. Ives Forum is on October 5th.  
 



Ramsey Forum  
 
The ramsey meeting is this evening so there will be a report next time. 
 
6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 25 Traffic from Fenstanton crossing Harrison Way  - Map #34 
Issues The traffic at this point is fast and the West-going crossing is blind, making it particularly difficult 

for cycles and pedestrians to cross during the morning rush-hour.  
Speed limit also needs to be reviewed as the guided bus crossing is unsighted when approaching 
from the Hemmingford/Low road  roundabout  
TY said that the vegetation is a problem here now. It is difficult to see traffic coming round the 
roundabout. The sponsor should be contacted but better if two people write. 

 
Comment OM spoke to Jan Butcher at Marketing Force who manage the roundabout sponsoring scheme. 

They do so on behalf of Cambs CC. They say that all roundabouts are regularly maintained and the 
roundabout in question was visited on June 6th. This particular roundabout has also lost some trees 
due to the cold winter weather and there are only shrubs and bushes remaining. 
If there are issues with any of the sponsored roundabouts we should contact them directly. They 
were very helpful. 

Discussion CS said it came up at the last Fenstanton PC meeting. One problem is that the roundabout isn’t 
quite in the right place.  
JC said that the vegetation is no higher than on other roundabouts. 
CS agreed but the alignment is bad. The speed limit is a problem and this has not been changed 
although it was recommended under the Speed Limit review. The Guided Bus will probably affect 
speeds when it comes into operation. 
 
OM asked if this was worth pursuing with the county. CS thinks it is.  

 
 
7 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 5 George  - Corner Lattas Farm Application: 
HL said that the application was rejected by both Earith and Somersham PCs on safety grounds. 
Bluntisham voted in favour. The development would involve an extra 70 HGV movements via 
George Corner per day for 3 years.  Under the Waste and Minerals policy it was agreed that there 
would be no more mineral extraction in Earith but irrigation projects are looked at differently and 
this application was to do with the construction of irrigation ponds. 
 
HL said that they have not got planning yet and it will go on to the county because it is about 
mineral extraction. 
 
JC said that the RSC would support Earith if they want to do something about road safety such as 
the installation of traffic lights..  
 
CS added that traffic lights could be temporary while the extraction is going on.  
 
Item 2: Speeding in Pidley 
In reply to a question MN answered that Pidley are still on the list for traffic calming this year. 
 
Item 9: St Audrey’s Lane Repeater signs. 
DM wondered if the speed signs had been changed. 
Action: JC to check if this has happened. 
 
 



8 Speed Limit Stickers 
 
An Email on this subject had been received from Bill Halford and was read to the meeting. This has been 
included as an appendix at the end of these minutes. 
 
DM had brought this up at the Neighbourhood Forum and had asked HDC to review their decision not to 
support it.  
JC thinks we should just carry on as HDC will not act against the policy. 
HL believes that the stickers are effective partly because they are not there all the time and just come out 
once a week. 
 
CS did try to promote the stickers at the last meeting of CPALC. But they were not interested.  The only 
support came from the representative from Somersham.  
DM said that the stickers have now been sold to 6 Parish Councils. These are Colne, Somersham, Earith, 
Fenstanton, Kings Ripton and Pidley.  
 
9 Speedwatch Update 
 
Police Admin Support.  On 1 June 11, the Police Camera Unit, having been established and manned to run 
a database that was not yet in existence, accepted the collated individual XL spreadsheets of session 
speeders held by the Coord.  Consequently, they are now using this collated database, to which each 
subsequent session data – in XL format - is being added, to identify, for the first time, repeat offenders.  I 
can concur that the letters sent out are of increasing ‘strength’ and that local owners are being visited by a 
Police Officer if they clock up 3 ‘mentions’ or are clocked at 45 MPH or more.  Letters are being processed 
quicker and our shortfall (compared to 2010) of 85% in March has improved to 50% by end of Jun and July 
is expected to improve it more. 
 
The Ultimate Speedwatch Deterrent.  We are still unsure what the Police see as the ‘Sword of Damocles’ 
(the ultimate threat hanging over the heads of persistent irresponsible drivers that elude enforcement) to 
deter them from speeding through fear of the consequences to be applied to a mere handful of totally 
irresponsible drivers per year (like the one doing 87 in a 30 zone).  Speedwatch wants to see the ASBO 
applied as speeding, as confirmed by the Police in Dec 10, is an anti-social act.  The SW Coord, with 100% 
support of his volunteers, has asked for a meeting with Insp Poppitt to discuss evidence requirements for 
the current ASBO (and its proposed successor).  The SW Coord will report at the next meeting on the 
outcome of this meeting. 
 
Police Enforcement Support.  In the period 1 May-30 Jun there have been just 2 combined 
speedwatch/enforcement sessions although 3 were planned.  The SW Coord has become aware that 
additional Laser Gun enforcement sessions have been carried out by the Police but no feedback on these or 
their results has been passed to the SW team to demonstrate the value of the work they do in identifying 
hotspots.  
 
Police Feedback.  Since March 11, Insp Poppitt, at the SW Coord’s request from feedback, has been trying 
to pass on the ‘Monthly Camera Van Visits Report’ to the SW Coord but that too has failed.  Thus 
Speedwatch is operating in the dark, totally oblivious to what the Police are doing to combat Speeding in 
their own right but supposedly complementing the efforts of Speedwatch.  This is an item on the SW 
Coord’s agenda when meeting with Insp Poppitt whenever that can be arranged. 
 
Speedwatch & Traffic Surveys.  Since the last meeting official 7day-24/7 traffic surveys have been 
carried out at Speedwatch requests at Colne (40 MPH) residential zone and Kings Ripton (30 MPH 
residential zone).  Both failed to qualify for any camera van attendance.  To qualify for a camera van you 
need 200 vehicles a day, 40% in one direction or 25% in BOTH directions to be at or over the ACPO limit 
of 10%+2 ie  at or over 35 MPH on a 30 limit or 46MPH in a 40 limit.  Colne had 11% towards Somersham 
and 8% towards Earith, whilst Kings Ripton had 32% towards Wistow and 13% towards Huntingdon.  A 
survey has been requested at the Tunkers Lane/Valiant Square junction with Ramsey Road, Bury.  All 
Survey reports are available on line via the Cambridgeshire Constabulary website and the NPT page. 
 
E-Cops.  There is a Sector Speedwatch report in E-Cops every week detailing the sessions carried where 
when and WHY.  Pse encourage your PCs to encourage their parishioners to subscribe via the 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary website for immediate local crime alerts/news as well as Speedwatch info. 



 
Speedwatch Volunteers.  Since the last meeting, there have been 5 new volunteers in Kings Ripton, 1 in 
Somersham (team now 4 strong) and 1 from the volunteer bureau in St Ives who has already attended 4 
sessions and is almost ready to be signed up.  All are currently undergoing hectic training.  It is very 
rewarding to have Kings Ripton on line at last (with 6 potential volunteers) and we look forward to Abbots 
Ripton also taking the plunge as our recent session there produced 23 speeders (7%) with a top speed of 49 
MPH opposite the village shop.  
 
Speedwatch Use of Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS).  After months of lobbying and emails and effort, 
most frustratingly, we had no sooner managed to get the 20 MPH VAS  uphill in Hillrise set to 26 MPH 
and detecting only in the 20 MPH Zone, than on 1 July, Balfour Beatty took over responsibility under a PFI 
contract and reset it to 20MPH and pointed it into the 30 MPH zone so it burnt itself out in 3 days.  This 
was reported to BB on 4 July …. And to date it has still not been fixed leaving the school ‘at risk’ for 3 
weeks.  I think this Ctte should ask BB to be present at neighbourhood Forums in future to answer for such 
glaring ineptitude.  Who is the ombudsman?  Apart from that, other 30 MPH VASs, previously set to 35 
MPH have been reset to 30 MPH and are being ignored again by motorists and burning out again. 
 
Wheelie Bin Stickers.   
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30/40 MPH ‘Speed Kills’ stickers are available to the public from Impressions, High St, Somersham at a 
special RSG-negotiated price of £5 for 6 stickers. Order 24 hrs in advance on 01487 843311 
 
Speedwatch stickers are available only from the SW Coord to ensure they are issued and applied ONLY to 
bins along current Speedwatch routes and these stickers are stuck on bins by a Speedwatch team member 
rather than being handed to residents to ensure a common pattern to drivers to get across a common 
message. 
 
10 Localism – Role of the RSC 

 
OM said that the localism objectives are set out in the CCC Speed Limit Policy document. This also applies 
to other transport policies such as the HCV Policy,  and the HCV group is meeting Richard Preston and 
Steve Criswell on July 26th to discuss how the policy can be developed with input from the HCV group.  
 
The county council seems very open to this approach and their willingness to work in conjunction with the 
HCV group suggests they would have the same attitude to working with the RSC on road safety issues. As 
a result of the dialogue Willingham have expressed an interest in joining the HCV group. It is clear that 
some PCs have come to the conclusion that the Forums are not working as a means of joint working and 
other  ways should be investigated.  

They are out there in Earith, Kings Ripton, 
Colne and 2 sets only in Hilton where the PC 
guardedly are reluctant to upset the HDC 
that has refused to give permission for the 
stickers to the attached to the bins. 
 
HDC was formally requested to review that 
decision by the SW Coord at the 
Neighbourhood Forum on 13 July because 
other DCs (like Warwick) openly provide 
such stickers for their bins FREE!! 
 
 



 
There may be an opportunity to  suggest to the CCC representatives on the 26th that the RSC should act in 
an advisory capacity to the PCs on issues relating to Speed Limits and other Road Safety measures. This 
would seem to take pressure off the county and be in line with the ‘localism’ agenda.  
 
DM agreed and said that we should become the font of knowledge on this subject for local communities.  
 
Action: OM suggested that he brings this up with the CCC members and officers. Also suggested we send 
an email to all the parishes telling them we are prepared to assume this role and ask for their feedback.  
 
MN said there may be an issue with the size of a village with respect to what they are able to do. Pidley is 
very small and has limited funds. Bigger villages will be better placed.  
 
11 Reports from Members 
 
RF, Needingworth:  The speed camera between Needingworth/Bluntisham is not working.  The 
Cambridgeshire Camera Partnership are responsible for maintaining them .  
 
Action: Write to Richard Preston and ask if this one will be re-instated.  
 
Another issue is the roundabout outside the sailing club. There is a footpath outside the caravan park but 
there is no pavement there. It is very dangerous crossing the road.  
 
CS said this issue came up a while ago. He cut the vegetation himself at one point.  
 
RF said that it would be nice to have a path outside the residential area and proper traffic islands.  
HL added that if it’s a proper public footpath we could write to the rights-of-way team.  
CS speculated that the New Marstons brewery  pub might be interested in doing something here.  
 
Action: CS to investigate and report back 
 
DM, Speedwatch:  DM was hoping representatives from Colne and Somersham would be present at the 
meeting to discuss a camera van plinth. because, although Colne is entitled to a camera van at the 
Somersham-end of Colne Rd,  and 1 visit has been attempted, the camera van cannot be safely located off-
road  and it needs a plinth before any further camera van vistits are attempted.   DM had noticed  a 
field entrance next to which an area could be flattened and used for the van.    The farmer, who needs 
access to his field, has no objection to his access being used for such a worthy cause (like the garden 
Centre closed until 5 Sept) .  Nevertheless, we ought to get CC permission or at least the PC's blessing to 
flatten it but before any flattening takes place, DM needs to consult with the Camera Van Unit to 
determinine if such an initiative would provide an acceptable location for the Van.   If permission were 
obtained DM reckons the 'mound' could be flattened by 4 volunteers with pick axes and spades in a mere 2 
hours one Sunday afternoon. 
  
CS: St. Ives: There is a place called Cromwell Works near Waitrose which once had steam engines. The 
owner has applied for planning permission  to put offices and houses on the site. A section 106 could be 
applied to get money for the Station Road corner problem (see minutes of March 15th, 2011) and other 
improvements  that need doing around the town. 
 
 
12 AOB 
 
None 
 
13 Date of Next Meeting  
 
September 20th. AGM.  
 
Everyone to let OM  have any nominations for chair and vice-chair. 



 

Appendix.       Stickers on Bins 
 
 
Email from   Bill Halford,  July 18th 
 
Just to let you know at Hilton Parish Council's July 4 meeting it 
was decided not to purchase or supply the stickers to Hilton 
residents.  In our view, a parish council should not be recommending 
or sanctioning the attachment of notices to bins without the consent 
of HDC (the owner of the bins). 
Regardless of the Parish Council's decision, it is appreciated that 
some residents concerned about speeding through the village may take 
it upon themselves to acquire the stickers from Speedwatch or 
elsewhere. 
 
On enquiry to HDC, Eric Kendall, Head of Environmental Services  
replied stating very clearly that the policy of the Council is not 
to encourage stickers on the bins apart from those put there by the 
Council staff as part of their normal operations.  He stated 
concerns re distraction to drivers, possible contravention of a 
number of pieces of highways and planning legislation, also possibly 
the Planning laws relating to advertising on roads.  A main concern 
was that residents may miss HDC information stickers placed on their 
bins to inform them of different operational requirements. However 
he did state to us that if the Highways and Planning Authorities 
have no objections to the signs and they do not interfere with hDC 
operational requirements, then he would not enforce their removal. 
 
I did provide Eric with information and contacts re the South Cambs 
bin pilot and rollout just commencing. 
 
Regards 
Bill 

 


